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intfocijc:-ton 

Why Joes • $f»aU bcy say that wo.^n are always excitable and nervous? 
How come Billy says he isn't going to nake h,s bed Because that :s a Job for 
a qiri, 'that he won't go to any girJ party or tha? he won't wear a snowsuit 
because the-, are for g.rl;, ^nd "htiie" boys? Why does Kr.sten say, with*« 
gsggU. that even she can do it and >ou kndv how stup.d she «s? Why ar« ttm 
boyi w.n.ng to snare thair thoughts with mankind, Dut not with girls? MMt 
does It ^ean when Mary suggests that th^ party be held m the school kiuhm 
because the g./'s «. M be less 5^ the^e? How do children get the idea that 

s 

Au^t Bec^. twenty ye^fs cid anc unmarried, snould be pttied and who ts an 
object of rtd*cu 

The Tas< Force o-^£ie.-.er:ao School Tei^tbooks felt that elenientary school 
textbooks -3, oe tin ea .. sourte for so^ of thes* deas, and surely cootmue 
■tc be a potent reir.forcenert for ..uch .aeas Having colnpleted a study of the 
te.cs. ^.jpp.'e-erts and sets of study prints in alt content areas approved for 
use ;« the Kaia-«ai»H^*..emefttarv schools the 1971-72 school year, the Task 
Force c=.-, state t^.^t textoooks cons.stentiy separate people into two rigidly 
aef,n«, r.r..d.. d'c. d.r^; .-f?. 3-2 Ciitu.^iea stereotyped role models' for both 
. boys and cjiris and .n add't.on tnat the femate ^ole models which are offered 
a'« oftc! ae^rad ng arj otr-ean.ng tc f.rls and ..or.en. Over and over again,' 
w'.etr.er :he tens are used to teach a-ithretic or science, social studies or 
reading, mus.c or handwr.t.rg, the oiiy acceptable .-oie offered to " ■ '-^s is 
cne of poSs<,.iT. <^eDftfiaerice. incoT.petence. e(!iot.o,ia i 1 sm and above an -nes- 
t.city .r every respect, tne textbook female is a one-di/nensionai human 
bvinp We cues:. on ho« sucn nater.ai can in any way help to develop the 
potent. al asft*rat.ons or g.ris On the other hand, we have the textbook mate 
who is creative., resourcefii' snd assert. ve. .ndustr.ous, brave and clever 
Though re .s -uch -<,.-e a mui t , -c -nens ,onal human be<ng than are the fema.es, 
he provides ^na: see^s :o 5e arf air-os't .nposs.ble to ach.eve "suoerboy/ 
superman' role -lodel 
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RoU Todets can be extremely he'pful in aiding a child's s«>f>d«vcto|Mftat. 
Ho»«v«r, vihen a soctety is rapidly changing and the cole tnodels maintain 
rigidity, they cease b«>ng helpful and becom«» instead, constricting and r«- 
pr«ssiv« to a child's development Ruth E Hartley supports this y lew. in 
"S«x*ro1e Pressures and the Social uation of the Nate Child " She states that 
«»ong the sources of conflict e^pefie^ced by young chi Idren are the tack of 
adequate fflode'ls and the ngidtty of ^ole demands The Tasit Force fealt that 
the sex role stereotypes that abound in the textbooks ^alueted do not reflect 
the. reality of our changing society 8y continuing to present them to children 
at their most vulnerable and inaMeable stages of deve lopment , *»m are doing e 
great deal of harn and a tremendous d^service to our children The Task 
Force realizes that the schcois have not created sex stereotyping and the 
double standards which e*ist for boys and girls, but the schools can b^in'to 

* • 

etimfnate^he hgrHul effects of sex stereotyping and senism by being in the 
forefront m provijling equai opportuntties to mates and famales alike. It •$ 
to this* end t^at this report presented. 

HETHOOS 

>^ttn the-neio of a set of genera^ gufdeimes (Appendix A) the members of. the 
Task Force on Ekf!)entar> School Textbooks read a^ll the .fvailabLe elementary 
school textbooks, supple»tients nnctudmg workbooks) and study prints listed 
by the Kalamazoo Public Schools as ^;>pro^t6 material for the «97l-72 school 
year The readers that reported the .- findings on Textbook Evaluation Sheets 
'Appendix BJ. A total of 172 texts. S5 supplements and 2k sets" of study 
prints Mcre evaluated. 

\ 

CHILDREN'S "^X ROLES 
Among other things, one of the results of sexism is that belief that chara- 
cter is defined exclusively by .se* Such a beljef is the bas-s for many of 
the ste-eot/pes about femaJe> and males culturally i/nbued in all of us. One • 
example this *s the stereoty^ ¥#h'Ch says that women are by •'nature'* 

Inferior and intended on'y for wife-^nother roles Long before chi Idren team 
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to rtJid. tfev/ .re expo.ec tu these stereotypes through simple patterns most of 
us Uk» for ^r«nt,;l. The cho.c.e of ."sex-reUted" toys .s Another ex««pleof tt^rab- 
typl59; {for further reference see: H.ry B. Hunger. "Sex-dif fer.nti.tldh in Pr.- 
tehool Children: Sex-typ.c.l Toy Preferencer and Knowledge of Peers' Sex-Typical 
• Toy Praforehces." DISSERTATION A8STMCTS INTERNATIONAL. XXXII. 6-8. 36*6. OacMriian 
I37t.) Boys often rece.ve erector sets aftd e«hortation% to become engineers*, gifis 
gat dolts and encouragement to play house. * 

Ctamantary texts, aspacially ^ha readers upon which tha majority of this 
•turfy Is based, play a special role in the stereotyping process. SInca thay ara " 
presented to children within the wtext bfSuihority. thay bear tha stamp of 
official approval. Through them, children receive a powerfLlly strong me^s^ga ' 
about what society expects of each sex 

• The messages which sear, ng I y strike out from the pages of the readers indicate 
that these readers not.only re.nforce sexiin. but also limit girls* aspirations 
^and lower thei r -self-esteem. The follovving examples t?pify the display of this 
reinforcement: 

"-''^ ^ f-'^^^tr Bhe said. 

^ ,orgot to t^Ki a hc:k tme rr^t^in^, I foi-^cz to bring mu 
/Win^ 3;cyn ^-^v^e thU after^^on. I forget ev^f^tk-L; 

J. •Ji.sh ^ fould stop fcrggtztrg!": f « 

Unl's problem is remedied by her grandmother's gift of a home«p«de pink 
dress with "remembering" pockets. . * 

Hary is another stereotypicexau^le: • ' * , • 

'•Ut'tha-J^ aparz-^ ir. zhe' sohoo' kitshsn," taid Mar.. 
IhM 3t^l8 are uetd to it. They'll n less shy the/e.^Z 

. eirls can't help but get the impression, consciously" or unconsciously, that 
boys are mire important, more intelligent, have broader career oppor.tunltiei. (saa 
Appendices C. 0. and E.J.sts of occupations and activit.es). and consfdarably 
mora fun. These impressions are po.nted out .n many ways. For example, the ' * ' 
sclance texts port-ay . great lack of pos.t.ve act.ve participation by femalts.- 
Tha girls in-the science texts are shown as timid observers while it is tha boys ' 
"^ortlvaly execute the experiments aSr projects. Again find the female 



'.gures a. ...n.rs do... .o.sehold ch. nurses, and teachers The male role 
«s one of provider, builder, and protector 

Three readers prov.de further evidence of;stereotyplng. Jane tr.'es to get . 
B.lly' to ouy a stuffed rabbit. Howeve^B.lly „akes it clear that he doesn't like 
toy animalsvHe wants someth.ng chat wi M "Go!" in the story "Two'smart Boys^," 
the' boys are able to save a trapper by Jh.sti.ng wth a steam locomotive " A Ule 
relating the experiences of Alv.n the .nventor includes "...to make his bed. It 
was a Job he d.dn'-. hke, a job for girJs "5 

Ev.dence for the above' charges comes heavily from DICK AND JANE AS VICTIMS: 
SEX STEREOTrP.Na ,N CHrLDREN'S .READERS published in ,972 by Women on Words and Image, 
(WOW), and, nost ..o.ortant locally, from the Kalamazoo Public Elementary School 
Textbooks Task Force's scrui.n.zat.cns and findings 

One or- the most obvcus t.nd.ngs vas the great d.screpancy between the'number 
of ferales to -^ales p^esenjfcd in both .Lustrations and content material, with . 
males outnumbering females -.ore tnan three to one Whether it be in math, reading, 
science, handwriting, .pelhng." soca. studies, history, health, or any" other 
subject, this sane trend .n rigidity of presentation reighs ' 

-i'y-^ *i.-;v,s taci bo/-centered stor.es outnumbe- g i r I-c-intered ones five to two. 
The Task -^orce has discovered that boys earn roney t,vo to one over girls in the 
-^a-, texts, and tnat boys save rK,nev five to one over g.rls In handwriting, girl's 
na^s are seldcn mentioned in the wru.ns dnli, a typical science text features 
3lUale, The ,ndex of th.-'s .book .ncludes only one female ^ ,n the spelling books 
there ere two-thlrds more males than females F^om the 2,7.60 stories in books 
Which WOW read, the following ratios were den.ed. male biographies to female 
b.ograoh.es, six to one; n^alc an.mal stor.es to female animal stones, two to 
one: male ^olk or fantas./ stor.es to female folk or fantasy stories, four to one. 

Although the Tas. Force has concentrated pr?inartl>on the evaluation of the 
books of pubhs^er Scott, Fo-es.an. and Co . studies have been conducted which 
Investigate .any other publishfng companies "For example, WOW evaluated 15 
companies beside. Scott, Fcresman and Co Their quantitative analysis which appears 
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Tr»e Task Force pernio ^ cn u t,.. p oi3coni?,t^ xirtuaUy monc^olt^e traiij» 
^i^.c inteMigence, creatw»ty, t^ave pe-severance, in» tiat«ve and industry. 
Thj there cjf one >tor/ is chat G.'-Jinvihiino .and the boys must come to the rescue 
A^en Gr,?ndra cinr-vul put out 3 f -e ' P<o,ect; Geniu>'* a story which deals w«th 
t^o t^^o arc nsp 'td tvi d sco^e^^ t rn. tr iS really round With the aid 

9^ Mr ScoooS (Science teouner} teiC:Copc , they proceed to figure distances, draw 
diagra m, ana In i>hort tie ^oa^.r^:- th.; i.t.cs in this highly complicated pro- 

ce>> ... 1 tur-. oil, thc^ iPini. th-v hd-v* f ed M y p oved that the Earth Is flat 
ai:2 pr ^c-'t - r di^cowe-'O. :c \ ?crDo{ assendty .Nevertheless, the boys d is- 

CJ^c'' t^-iM tJ^'of i*- Hi. iti pr-o*;-;* t«^-V<»w-= ;.Orthv Of reipect ^ 

1 

: H cn.<r3ctc«'^ c : ij, tr^ ' ■ .-u u:iei istics only rarefy, and oftentimes are 
t-Ii :^;»F t: do :j • — n»:f ' One pMrre exa^^p^e IS in the story "Electro 

" . • ^-^erc ore :.ha o^i-e / S i r -^n^atjeMe," is po^traye'd as a not so subtle 



.7>:f ana i?Zi cltvveK'^ 



^'t^ V ..'.J t: f^iore cur great 



TriK nir\:, ,n thti eaaer^ hd*e a edge .-.hen it comes to characteristics 
SLcn as Da.^^w.t/, c3epe-:ienc/ , ana mca^-peienct: '*0-ce ♦s Enough*' portrays M*arcy, 
tne miiTP cna<-«^cte' , oo^^b^ n.:; u s^..^i rre kicches fying to concoct a salad: 

" , ' t. .;-. ^.^t 2 c ^-c^.t^j^ 2>:i t^v>; aciisi the green peaSj^ 

.?t'*r':^ z^ccKz, x'J r-::. ;:-::co. ^titfrt., kt: che VJuld pour 

- ^ i'.-*^i^it>r ^; y.er :he ::r. 5ud my.d i^as to^ full, 

. r-."- ' V , i,,: c.,-: -l! s.cr evtr'^>th^ylJJ^- 
^'^ t^'c :oJ*o..*n9 ^elect'C^i *-'om a t;eg^n-^«ng reader, it is interesting to 
note ^arie; 

'--^ /it ' <;^^ 
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Fete ^a:S, %:^jk t'ccne* 



ffhe Task Force cannot help but observe that after aM this conversation 
Jane never does anything, in the sane book from which the above quotes were 
taken, it is clear that at pla, gins a'e "mothers" but no boys are "Fathers." 
In another text, more typical Conversation parallels that of the aboves * 
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Sar^ple situations of g^rls needing help jn another book are when: water 

overflows *n the sink, a dog ^-^jns away, a shopping bag develops a hole, a girl , 

'os»5 her :n the «.rd, and anoii'ic yifi gets up on a waM but dannoit get down. 

-i*ere we see chit the boys say, "Look at ne'" wh.le the girls say, "Help' Help' 

15 ' . 
Help* Help'" A picture 'n the ffOPt or this book shows five boys and five 

girls in line The five bo>-s are 'ead.ng the une while the five girls are stand- 
ing passively in the background" Thts iS repeated over and over throughout the 
series The boy speaks in front of the Cass The boy is in the spotlight. 

In yet another book, we see the young daughter m the family reading |$assive>y 
Ir the background while hei- brother, Kees , has a very.bnght idea; 

^'Father, there are a few rore fruit boxec tkcre^ May I make a 
special platfom for Boh 'Ond ^ne?*^ 

The *"female»' char*acteri sties of passivity, fncojnpetence^ and dependency are 

heavily strewn amidst the pages Two pointed examples come in the form of 

Illustrations. The front cover of one book shows two boyS, one running and one 

ridfng in a go-cart The/ are in the foreground fn the background are two girls 
O . ' -6- ' . 



j;>pe.i' e. r tVv.- . cee->: : winougn tn-i lar t - cu lar tex^ is intended ' 

fo' use in ^^,ra qracfe Soth q.rU ore afes.5ea m ikifts and are standing 

* 17 

awk»*«rdJy st'ft t^oses and evemg the bov-,. tn another illustration from still 
another text, s»x boys are sno..n .n va'.ous re laxed 'poitur es They are dressed in 



jea':;s. The :.rtt 3. r l^-rfT-tSe ,..ttu'e »s ati. ed .n a lovely pink dress with hair 

IS 

r.bbon to -axch, s^tn. eiack i^oe5 jpd i 5hn,.n m a tjai'ier.na's rest posture 



Oppo'tuniti^s io' p!a. dnd ..o.k 'un a ..-^ilor ganut to that of personality 
tra.fi »eaaers and other texts leai^e i.trie ci jbt about which sex has the b«tt»r ' 
t;~-. cnc fani.%tv-i,re aJ.encu.*^ :«Kw- ^Ns^haracters e«Horing in Chin«» 

acco-ca-^"T f--.c,en tc t^«* N'o^.^ cai-^ing cattle rustlers, and panning for 

9c^d ft<a\<t WaUer ^^I'tys -.ecp the*'^ « -iic»nat lons riveted on fun with thtlr 
fature fd-Hf-. a ?>oe^ by ^^cb^rt P. T icstrar Cofrin, we se« that: 

,v HelD -wt-^sr pla^^ng br^y^c a^e atout the only 'Veal nfc" adventures for 
^i-rl rea'f--s. other t^an the carious th< U that may come from watching boys— a 
tjs t on ,.r'^ often r nii tne-^tU^^ »n the pages of these readers 

/oc-nonsJ^ prospects "dDDea to be . - Uf*. narrow Adult roie'models fit the 
sa-^e ; ^^reji/pe. 3: tht wn* i.i prorr^^^jr.. :t-, a^ *s oerKDnstrated in another section 
of th>s stwd/ 

fauHtrq cf the reader:s ranges A.de*y . ri the realm of stereotyping drls 
a-e ofi-n seen bti-cthog t'^ie^seKes 5nd other giris. in addition, boys often 
appear to "oro/e their nascal tn , tv'* tjy j»j-ecting attacks aganst girls WOW's 
study (sclated 67 stortes •n .jh.r.h one s^x flereaned the other and found that 65 of 
th«se we^e. situations m wh.cfi fe^aie: ^e.a the sex demeaned One story protrays 
a boy upset b, the fact that, in his opm on, thee ..ere not enbugh Doys being 
invited la a party which he was expected to attend "How about the bovs? I'm 
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. .^ot goirg ^.rl p„ t> .G.,- .^arocte s frequently jo.n m the sport of 

be'Utt.ng other fe-ngiei, or putting the^se«ve«. do^o wth 'emarks (ike: "l > just ♦ 

•girl but I know enough not to do thai," o^ "it's easy, even i can do it And 

■ 22 
yoJ know how stupid I an " • ' 

• . . ■• ^ 

. Obvious Jy, children's readers have don.nated our sex b."*s study thus far 

However, ,t is .nportant to rer,enbe- ibat the Task Force also finds fault with - 

^ science, nath, rniSic. language ana i^'-^un-cation* {including spelling books and 

d}ct.on*r?es). handwriting, health educat.on, and social studies t*«(ts. Exw^les 

abound fn cn the nath text, evaluated, tije activity reserved almost .xclusi ve'ly. 

• for «n adult f^-ales outside t»)e ho-^ s household shopping 1 1 lustratioos, as 

-eli as l,r..cs. are sjnif.cant n the r...c texts ■ The ■ 11 ust rat Ions accompanying 

a song called. "What Sort, of People Co.-e to You. Town?;- portray only males- astro- 

. naut. baker. basAal' cia.er.. carpenter . ^cowboy. doctor, musician, and janitor. 

Ore '..rguage text p-oosaates tne prac.t.ce of r.gi.d roJe definition as it states .n 

f?^e teacher*^ edjt^n: * ^ 

% 

• .i^rtch.-? :ja:e/rrcrar::?n cofitfi on creative 

. ^27.K^':.:- :k ztcrts given ihm 

IJiKi^ •crJiivn ail cut. Bcye eipeaiallu, 4 

- . , ,^;-;r -nr -rr jrtuntr!. tavcrtray a ^uke- \ 

Arother te-<t uses as examples of p-.sess*ve nouns, "Ann^s hat, bo^'s bike, 
. g!rl?« ,e_ -.-r. and us-s as exarpies'of .e-bs, Jack ran arte^ the ball. Haniyn 
and Jane did tfcy dishes Thi. p.e g^d She bakes very we.l The sentence 
usag^n an elerentary schoo' dict'.ona-y .s ^^ih, of attention"' 

you na'.'f. i. i? 
"le added ^ujoj^ to her ti2 

■■£2^^ 'Olurius argued -ha- tii^ ',:r,:d'jaa i^^^^^^ 
Her r'^an cZcznes ir^^e her ".j be ceaZth}. 

' -"^y-^^'v ^'oaefn zj studkir.: tr he a dc^t^r ' 

- / y '% ^ -»v« *-s» ^ * 
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.3-^ .in * ac*on tor tne entry '"cradle " M portrays 



a --an *a ner ) ^it^ a - criuMt iookmj^fa' gold The sentence example for 



. ' 1 30 

thi$ #ord i% '*She cradled tne child *n ner a^ft^s " 



Tne foUow ng tvi»o exa^-plcs* are t.Dtcal of the stereotypic barrage to be found 

> 

•n sc^oo* ^-ealth bocks: • 



'^KT TrfsK ^^'jfct* ha^ noted t^at *cr * t > c» s*^s or history and social studies teW$ 

-epartea &> $i-^lair ^''ouos .n.ar.abW po.nt ou< tha. tjhe contributions of women 

*^ave ceer s» 5^ted - espec ai*^ t^^>^e of ..oren'> ^l«|hts leaders like Susan B 

'^nt^'.n.f. £!^2abet^ Cad, ^lantv^f^, a*id io^cu'-ner Truth* The same goes for women's 

c: tewtl.e st^;3lc ic^ ent*aie ♦ntn jii-reie colleges and universities, and 

33 

" cwe'^'^ccf^ti^uing natv^e-^^ ^^^r i^ijual e*^plcv^rt opportunities 

*s t-Dcrtan; ro kee;- - nj t^at me object isn't to blame schools and - 
: e cauc-s t-c/ ^^nccse i.ojet> to*' -re %ex role stereotyping that exists today. 
T^- ^rj "i tho: ^cn^: j . c^^crbtite trie :3o3r. r , -^ntdl conditions surrounding • 

Th** cti ect -%r^o is ret Ij for:;^ ^ Is raie rolds or vrce*versa The 

se n: f-a: r^^e def r.:!on«. the t?at.»s sex appear to severely limit the 
frcedc^ >^uran b^.ngs :^otsi; the *^Dies they v.ant The following definitions 



: f "-r: .-^c^ rrrrn^j Z^-^-^^j, rmiVj 
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%A\\ :exts have'ste entypes or the Kind Cifed here - dictionaries and reade'^s 
are far from alone 

The ^Task Force be H eves that school^ should strive to create a more open 
society in which girls and boys should both have the chance to fulfill their 
human potential; females without fear of being unsexed by ambition or success* 
males* wi thout worries about bemgcaMed *'sissy" ror showing emotion or sensi- 
tivity or* about entering ''remmine" professions <ike nursing or 1 1 brar ianshtp. 

It has been found that the' popular amen can beber that males In the society 
are not supposed to sKC any t^e of emotional expression or feeling about them- 
selves or ethers is, continual I y^ 'e-nforced throughout these books The detri- 
mental effects of the stereotyping of males in this way creates an artificial 

^tweef*^ tna^fes and feHat^s tiea^tmg utt fmat€ty to the^mlstiWsh belief that 
because T.ales sho^. no emotion they have none. Most often »t is males .the&ise Ives 
who most vehercntl/ believe this Limiting the personality in such a way can 
only serve to stifle growth and ^atu^ity rather than further it In one story, 

Kees 1^ w* tness mg *the water rising; ' 

/ > 

He fclz like scxearing* rzght tl^r^ tht^K . Sut 

^'uct he hie te^a -^elH^g he pulled hzrnself 

together^ arii bit hts I'^t. He nuan'v a 'Am 

i he v^aliu 

Later in tHe story; 

Kees noticed 'm^^ e^jcs ver-i tr'zo>^r^y l^z he refused 
A to ory J J eai^ilj Whu^ h:^. jf IS dtdn'z oi' 

« 

FinaMy , Kees crys: 

It waa too rruch fcr rlee^" Jacob puz hia am around 
kin and tT%ed uooomfj^t hin^ but Keea went on aobbvng^^ 

Jn ''A Femin^stXook at .Children's Books/' a g'oup similar to the Task Force 
makes the folj^ing comment with wh»ch we ag^^ee: 

^ . id^npifu Dtth the popular female ^mage -Jill recc'gmze 

vtAa propaganda-ani not aimplii aa a natural refteotton 

9f Hfe. Unfortunatehj^ the gtrl and boy readers are 
. /not aa yet ao exper\enoed. Booka that outline a tradtttonal ^ 
^jJ^^^ bMokgpoipid rola for women ^ praiaing their done a tto aaoompliMkmanta, 

ER^C -10- 



Reacie'> and cexttojKs .vt j t^p c .?.-.t> d> v.e ^i- lo genu-aely low 
ch.'jrer .otn I, u . . t'fc . n^'jf. pMeni.a' Th.s TaSK force raises 

3 d.f*..cu't faui n-ji u^,o',=D * .^e.i .>-■• Wh, .^...ue ih.ldren w in the outdated 

mDuvT sEx roll.) 

T^^ Ci.'^iis c- in n -h. ' «^s:c300K^ everyday arc sex stereotyped 

a- !;ie c-f *j n: i -» -..^^ aciuK hmc^ a e porcayed in almost 

eery ccnc.^ .c. r m .n h >: . r^....ies a..- eon .sorK^ng only at tradi- 

'. 0-3 1 f^- i.e ,v.oi t . d .^-c I .n.-,t q.rL, I I ?o.'c; these traditions, • 

'.fipi-erclrx C . cr.e - 9 it n^^ '., ,-..ng text :>.e sect. on cn America's 

"^^■'^ * - ' ^^-'i 1-1 the r?u tn c,.ade hdud.-.i 1 1 . ng text an exercise 



';e't.or 'hrt: l--^ .e?'. .'...vcn c!.e shov.n as secetanes and steward- 

rs:.^:. - en <j,-e : .-t. i: , . Thc^ewcon o,^ pat; otism in the 

^ 5c c- .cn-^ te-', ccc.n. . _.^'e^ op!, ,ren ds Go a- 1 the historical 
if'. 

tr > ttAi: 

, T.ie E.-.g, td-^f.s , t ^ -DT. .i.ct. .-, or ^ : send The tenth chapter in"The 
^ ' -- ''^ - '^'^ H^e-..an heroes, ail of wh cn a-'e 

-uic .r r-acv: 3 -3 i -r , r.- ^' Tuc an \ I sceo "to keep the girl, from 
fee 'inn th^^r,-.-,. b/ d'. c-..h.- . - ^ . Wheiiie- o- not Har'.et Tubman 

• s pr-',e,t>.i. ^:..,e.e ,- 'c,:, , cn. lericne d.,cretioo Scence 

books iho. 1 'jreat 'ac-. .^t on V^ fe.raie^ "P^^pior.ng Science" 

a :oj"/- :c'.-, : - -.^ :>ci^p.-t .r. 0 ^.ales !vni ie the soie female 

d'-t./ w . .-i.,-g ^p-^ ...re. "Sc er^t. .A HoQe^n Approach" .ncludes 39 men, 
roii or -ner, .cart v.> o.J -e", o.ie -aicrt-ncj Ben F.anknn and one house- 

- ' r.-- . _ . . ^ , "„:. i y, ... caa a most exclusively 
about re .n tr: r ,e ,- ^-^ ^ fg^^.g c.ntr .put-on^ to 30c. ety 

the 22 a^ti . : . ..ryci.es le-'i read, men ..e e l.sted irt' 



the Index 1,508 times, while women were list^jd only- 60 times. Occasionally, 

>Adult women in math texts do have Jobs but no mention is made of their earning mon^y, 

Mving, investing or making large purchases. All of these activities are frequently 

discussed with males as subjects. 

Over all other traditional female jobs, the most highly valued role offered 

to girls is that of housewife arid mother ~ the two appearlhg to be inseparable. Single 

vonen are misfits to be pitied in the textbook world. In the reader "Wide Horizons" » 

Aunt Bet with her home sewing could keep herself but that was all. She was twenty 

now and ought to be married but had fancied none of the ...boys acound.. People laughed at 

her and called her the Princess. The message comes through very clearly; girls really 

ought to be married and become mothers. In health, handwriting, spelling, science 

and english books, women, when they appear, are overwhelmingly portrayed as^ mothers 

working at their domestic duties. In music books women are confined to this role in songs 

and illustrations. This is Music has a song for .girls entitled "Whom Shall I Marry?" 

53 

"Rich man, poor man, beggarman, thief, doctor, lawyer, merchant, chief." .The theme i^s a 

* * * 

popular one and the message is that girls have to find husbands and that this is their 

first and most important j'ob. 

Though a girl may have a talent or interest, it is rarely developed for her own 

•ati^action but is viewed as bait for catching her husband. For example. . ."she had 

grown up on a farm, learning how to spin, weave', cook, sew and keep house. ..the kind of 

training that would be useful to the wife of a hard working, enterprising young man. 5* 

In "Vistas" a stanza from a poem by Robert P. Tristram Coffin, tells what american 

schoolmasters did for girls: 

"They taught the' girls such' manners 
^ As stiffened Lhefji cot life. 

But made many a fine speller. 
Good mother and good wife." 

Yet even when a woman reaches that goat of marriage and motherhood, she still is not . 

treated with, respect or as a mature adult. The Task Force finds that mothers are second 

only to t;heir daughters in dependency, passivity, incompe^tence, lack 



.>f K^^aj A' jrei > ^r^j * :^ u I: 3 'j:.:re?> t..^ >o^n.j Doy^ are often ^hown 
saving oide^' s.>ief5^ a-^d even ^o,tner> ^-o^t! d 'id^td^ a ^>tO'^y nom '"Wide Hori- 

zon*' the son Is help ng to save h*s taniiy torn a t ood rthich h»s sister sleeps 
through 'Kees, the vounrj nero, th.nw.i, to h^^^e^ff '*Hadn' t Mother and Trui gone 

throuqn the i.a*c th no? ^AJ e-en r :ney ..e^e ''^Jde> , they *vere, after aM only 

56 ^ 

wo^^en A bo.^ ought z:> dt?le n3 laKe a: ' j;:t much as they could 

In**&per, High;va,s" couSin Aira, a ^^'ty year old .%oman, afraid to*stay alone, 

. . .- 57 

50 she has two yo-jng bovsjcopie and st^i, the n,ght with her Situations hke 

th t rep^c^te::! t » ^^e anti t«nie =i^^oin .n te^cs can*t help but give children the 

orm.'ir, c*^a: //O en a-e e*:t"e Dependent and mco^.petent creatures 

*lothe'' « BTr 10O ^^uud j*. nana ^ inn jnuiuai situations; either in one story 

•'Other's 10'*! Hui to - t .>p a t ee tor hou's unti' father cocne^ home and rescues 

ht'^ v.*th ;t luCidef Appri-c-clr 'D ^^o?.ncr to go r>ut to the garage and get a ladder 

rtCijIJ "^a-e Dt:en o^csioa he '^g d.. dettcud do'ie:>t*&. oi,^ it takes a father 

'.no !i gocd .^ tn 9ad9ets to c-'e ud A*th thar cie».er :»oiutiOn • Back to the flood* 

stO'^V ^j- on*-, ro*-^ e/a:^pfe\jf ^irott^e' \s eact^ons »n 3 cnsis ^'Kees was fe'ehng- 

-"uc*" Jictte.* novi :ha . mer^c va> cs , ^ r^an *n the house Wofnen were always so 

e/c»tac'c hr^'-^ rer^Oubi He :.a./ tnar n>> rot^e/ ./.as e.jin e worried now that 

58 

Hcj/zeliH-, ha:* toi-^ r>c^ the latcsr pe^'i^ *' 

^vjt^-i^ s :jct>/»tiw. --.n^ .1 of oiorc^^.c <iuties, cookmg, vashing dishes, 
^ci-»^'3 '3 ^T»es l.;ftn htj; 1-3 -.^nt*;. ' to' he' :oni i-onmoi, s»?.ving and cleamng 
he' alwa.b tid/ house ^.1 oijse;iS >r» ^ith reatn^iss ^ anothe*" characteristic cf 
mother; She a^nost ai-.a^s dp'^ea^^ ir 5 "ci ess ana quite otten in high-hee's and 
an ap^on She constant!/ in^t* is thtS passion for neatness and pe^-sonal appea-- 
a'ce in, h.3, launhtti^s in ^ sto^v tn tends Old anc N^^^** the family is ex- 
pecting ccnpan/ Mother sa/s to snail dauqhte^^, "1 know tftat you want it 

59 

^,ouf na-rj to IqoK prett/ . hen ou' friends come to .*s»t This smah ch» id 

tnan s cs ^^d?:. a na ^ ^r,e% ia^'r-.^ ny d»sccmfoft ard baredom ror the sake 

u 

of.'*pre".c/ ha***, * ..n. te har bothe i^oU even c3iie:J tnto the hou^e to change 
his clones' tr '*Thi^<^arid '^o. run th Oy Fr e^:Js^':he boya are go*n9 to the ' 



rar-n ., • , r,.jrjthi ;i(ris y.^ ., co fjo luo bu: .iiDthe<- lOsiitt. lhat the - 

3'rJs 50 wtn hef Thv, d « Lnnapp> , but v.hen they lind out they are going 

shopping for d'esses, an 1 s .we tU.^VaiTe'and 1 want to go to the farm w.th the 

— ^ '60 

boys But,we^-rtc* to go here too" Appa-ently they d,o (in the textbooks any- 
Sayj because the, are a'trc.t a^vav^ pittu ed .n pretty party dresses, good shoes 
and ribbons m the'*" n,?-' 

Adulf^onen .n the texts, unHke the men, a.e either job holders or mothers 

Thc-gh the United States Office of,Labo' Statistics -stated that in I970 S7X 

of all work.ng woir«n have ch. tdren under 18. we .ery rarely see a working mother 

-n textbooks ^ a matter of ract, .rother rare'y leave-, the house or yarj' When 

She does aanage ir. qai away, tf-ere aimoit always seem to be some kind of minor 

disaster, thereby e>i^phasi c< rq tne po-nr that mothers belong .n the home In 

■More Fr.ends Old and rie«" the e : a story about a man who says h.s wife's work " 

• s easy so he sea/., ho.re and s^e ^oas co the fields, rie has so many problem^ that 

61 

the cosing line "Nevc a^a.n. d.d he offe- tc-keep house " The moral of 
the story— tpinci are best the .»ay'they are now Yet a mother's work is not 
o-»v r..ver dor>e Out It I. never respected or looked on as ver-y important The text- 
•book ch^'dren nev.T hush o- i-'o., tne. - ,^ther to concentrate .Doe:, shg evdr con- 
centrate on an/:hing? hor do the chiidren ever bring her cups of tea while she 
rtraxvs ..itn the paper tne way '.He. do fo._ ine'r ratner Doesn't this imply that 
ro:f'£'- has no "re£"' work jn^ thereto-e doesnjc deserve a test? 

«.tn tne t/pe of p^^r^^n momer .s, it .s no wonder that father is the excifng 
-ember of the family He ,s the cn.la^ens only i .>k •.-th the outside *.o/id Father 
does fun things v,ith the cn.ldren Father solves problems and fat-r makes de- 
ciiicns Pather knows son-,etn'ng about eve-ythmg" • 

Mar., of the Ta.,k Force nerfbers expressed concern about th§ manner in wh.ch 
marriage .i portra/ed m ire textbook^ Since .t see.-s to be an assumption that 
~i • . re.itaD.. .£ep ,r. one s .-♦e, why are. all the mar r, ages m these 

books ?p ro-!es£ Al !. de.-onstrat tons'of affect ion arc-off limits, as are 
quarrels The re lat .or.^h.pi "^iet.-een a^ people .n the textbooks are lacking .n 



hu^^an u^ry^t ■ Thet n in-f not I ona n makes them bha^»Ov,, unreal •stic and un- 
interesting A cfti Id learnb lictfe about i nterper sonaj communication from the^e 
books , 

Even though there is no closeness between husband and wife - one docsn't find 
homes without both a mouther and a father What effect does the non-existence of 
-one parent fan j hes in texts have on the children who are presently UvMng in 
such famihes? Approximately 151 of the children in our schools live withNonly 
one parent and the number Is rising every year^'due to the high failure rate of 
marriages this country Children v-hose backgrounds are significantly diffefent 
^rom those round in all of the-r textbooks may choose to condemn themselves or 

« 

their families for being at/pjcal or abnormal We do not feel that such. a per- 

Ccpc*on IS healthy, and positive steps shpuld be taken to avoid it 

— ^ , » 

It LS not only the portrayal of the family that suffers from a d^st6^t^Gn ..f 

reality m these textboo,ks, for other real life situation:) are rarely seen on 

the*r pages either People do not engage in artisti activities or. become de- 

pregr^.edr'par-ents do net hire teenafed babysitters, a'^jopt xhi ldr;en or get sick, 

£ind chilcJren do no; wea^ glasses, take music lessons o<^ wonder about ^^God. The 

textbook world night better pcrtra/ varying life styles which would include 

chiMren, b*;th bnys and g*rjv, wno occasionally get dfty, affectionate husbianJt> 

and u ve-' , ijo^ktn^ nothe"» ani yos, even an occasion hou^e-husband.'* In -.hu^r, 

.rt IS Che belier of the Task FcLe that d»stortons of reality are not u:>eful to 

yourg pcopl'e a^ they develop and seek to attain a {perspective of themsejves and 

the. r A'o'r 'd 
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENQAr.QNS ' 

It ♦s the conclusion of the Task Fo-'ce on 'Eleffl«nta<'y School Textbooks that 
•l! of the texts reviewed are sexist and mgst be revised before going into a new 
printing It is the 'ecommendatton of this Task Force that the Kalamazoo PublH 
School S/stem refuse to Buy any new textbooks for any area of^ study, until they 
meet guidet'nes, as "e g suggested and developed by the Instructional Hedia 
Department of the Kalamazoo Pubhc Schools in their "Guidelines for « Non-Ster«Oi^ 
typed Portrayal of Human Roies in Med. a Center Materials" (AeH?"-*^-* ' Ife' would- 
■ remind the Board that their or i g.! nai mt . on which created and charged this 
Committee d»so -instructed "the administration to look into the matter of working 
with book pwbJ.sHe-i. arter such a study was made " The Board has the power and 
:he responsibility as a consumer of these teAtbooks to demand changes in them. 
We reconmend tnat you wriT.e to tne pubtr^hers teii.ng them what, speci f i cal iy ^ .5 
objectionable m rhetr texts :hat you wiM>not buy their products until such 
reVtsions a'^e made - 

According to an aj-ticU <n the Decefr.oer issue of Wations Schools, "Sexism 
T Textb6oks," only a few year's ago educational pubhshers were chuckling over ^ 
charges of sexism Now the/ no longer f*nd it so funny and they view sexism a% 
a'^aloqous 10 racism ' The art^c^e goes on to say that some publishers, such as 
5cot' Pores"dn and'Houghron M.ff'.n a'e ai'eady marketing new reading program* 
whicH they ciaici cancel out femin.st c-.tic.sms of tHF. - eari i.er^publ ications 
Por -^aropie, Scctt Foresman publisiies a new secoiid grade reader m which is 
.r.cloded a *tory entitled, "Lucky For Me", For years the venturesome hero went 
f om ffcean voyages to amusement parks all by himself Now, due to interna' 
P'ompttng t5/ many of the conpan^'s femaie editors the he-o is a heroine Anoihe? 
examp I e of Scot t ' Foresman ' s new-s t / 1 e g ! r /s . s Sus (e , the soap box de rby. queen " 
The 1 1 lustf^rjons accompanying tn.'s^Ar/ jhow Susie, st n.^ea-ng her hel.i.et, 
and iproudly disp'ayng he- t'ophy However , we Cannot help but wonder now • 
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iusie*5 ri rer^i'i'i spctles> :nj her skir so free ffom any scrapes and 

« 

smudges throagbcyt the race that put her at the too Although such moves on the 
part of Scott Foresmam to Tev4 > ^ » a few stories »h a few texts may be considered by 
sofT^ a commendable solution sexiST^ charges, the Task Force feels that such token 
efforts fa*! short, tar sho^^t, of eliminating sexism tn the texts We seriously 
ouestion the new consciousness of Scott Fo^'esman, p'arncular ly after reviewing 
Windows , Doorways , Bridges , a 1972 reader they are offering to schools^ Out of a 
tota^ number of 24 stories and poem^^Jn that reader, one poem and two stories , 
featjre gir^s as mam characters, wni fe the remaining stones and poems, 21 of 
ther^. arc c€ nered on male characters This is not a significant improvement to 
be acceptable to rfon-sexi :t coasuTCf No one, of course, expects pi4blishers 
to cort*or^ to strict staci^^tical probabilities m writing their te^ts, but the 
bUtaf^r. bias //n.ch t:hi% sud, has bhown to exist must be erased . If this is nat 
don^^, then the Kalarrazoo Public Schools njjst develop their own non-sexist reading 
o^>c,ra'r'>, caHma jpon the professional expertise al ready exi stant throughout the 

*'^»z^res':^i feminists, parents, teachers, ^^X^s, administrators and Boards of 
^du.atton i'l o/';?: tne country are starting to demand that publishers abolish sex 
roie s^-ereotvpes and pub *sh materials that wMI encourage both boys and girtu _ 
:c ^.4^rO! t^e'^ fi.ii hu'^"!c*n potential No one predicting how long such change^ 
wf t3iKC^ I'lceed, ii may lake a few years- In ihe meantime, however, there are - 
a ir^at T^a.-tv thirgs mat Che Soa^d o^ Education can do immediately to h^lp counter- 
-balance me destructive forces of the materials currently bping used by t-he schodl 
s/s:em . ♦ 

# 

»>e .rr>;„i crucial and fundamental step that the .Board can take is to help ' 
maKe ^11 its elementary school staff aware of sexism In the materials they are 
us nq. Triere are a great: many articles written on the subject of sexism in text- 
hooK% d iis.: artiC'es appears at the end of tnis report The Task Force 
'^st highly recopmends a.^ exceUent booklet published by Women on Words and 
images ent * t led D< ck and ^ane as tfic-t»ms; Sex Stereotyp? ny In Chi Idren j.s R e ad ers - 



Th'* D^,.- \ s a-» cur read eye-cptfMt*r and ft o,'fer$ a comprehensive system 
fo** id€?it: tying ieK*s^^, wmch ca^ be applied to texts of afl subjects This 
Task Foi^ce report itself can be used for this purpose ^and we recommend that it 
be distributed to.aH eiementa'-y school staf/ 

Once' a teacher realt^s the harmful effects of daily exposure to sexist 
materials there is --ealiy no tim-'t ta what he or she'can do with the materials 
currently avaHai?'e. The awa^e teacher wf h recognize the sexiSt nature of 
the Suggestion in the Teachers HanuaT ( Wo^ Id of Language , FoUett Educational 
Corporation, 970, p 29) tnat" you nnlght suggest some objects with movJng. 
oa*^ts fo' r*^p ch ^d^e^ to act Cut Boys especially might welcome the opportunity 
to portray a jukeoox o^ a can opener Such a teacher, will, of course, see no . 
reason whv g»rls wouldn't hxe to or can't portray a' jukebox or^a can opener too.^ 
As cnHdren^a-^e ^oad< rfg . the^ r texts and seeing mothers who do nothing but house- 
wcK, awa e tearhe^ can suggest to the chtld^^ery that vvH* le mothers do work In 
the house, 'nany -•others .-.ck out^>de the home as well, A profitable class dis*^ 
cuss on c^"* held aoout. alt the jobs in which »«orking mothers are engaged. 
'Z^ ^d-er ^ou.Q aisc ta'k about hobbies that their mothers pursue, something never 
t.ee'^ n t^ese :.e.<:hooks, of even the voluntee. wO'k their mothers do upon which 
Our co^^-nun.t * s*^so dependent 

nN^e t*^p^ p.'oce'.s be ng awa e-wf the sexist natu-e of their materials arid 
th-: fid r^fu' erfe-ti suqH' .^nater « a i s ha*/e on their students has begun, the teachers 
t^e'^ie*v?- wi M frnd-fr^«nv wayi-o^ ov^^omir>g ^d/OJ^- Siipp4ement i ng these ma Ler i a 1$; 
^ 3'.'i'-p of reac^iers, educattonal researchers, and graduate studerjts met •n Ann 
^'•br,' rpr»f%*]y TQ 'nvent wa/r to '^li be'^ate*' any classroom Here a^e some of ou* 

£v*?: y^Qne ^»^^^;s to eat Let^s teach everyone to cook- 

Encourage ^irls to use man»pu lat mater fals^ 1 1 ke 

e ertr c socV^"^ c<>fd';j scrftwdrfvers and hammer*. 

^ake -Qw*n<7 rna^hires aof^ typ^w. *te's a^a«iabJe to boys 

as we i ^ a s "ji « r ! 5 ^ ^ ^. ^ 
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w*^*-- / ss^m ^ff ^ng nero.'^e'> and for supcio^ 

fc-->3u)p.': ^'^t woutf'i CO'»ect newspaper sto^fes about 
^^iC^er. Display p»ctc*'es of wo'K»ng women 

Teach boys and g ris inter-jiex sports» H^e volleyball * 

early ' ' ^ 

Ehninate '*q-r[$' corner^'* and boys* corners, 

t-»vite nDothe'-^ and women friends wfth special skills 
to V J s * t your c lass 

Teach girls as weM as boys to help with audfc^vf sual 

equipment, and boys as well as girls to clean up ' - * 

after messy projects Choose boys and gfrls as library 
^'-aides 

Write your own math problefns. *'Ann*5 mother needed six 
feet 0*" lumber to make a oookshelf ''S'll and John 
were cook^nvj spaghetti for four friends * They bought,./* 

» 

Encourage chi td'^en to make their own studies of sex • 
. ste^'eotjrpss on television, in magazines, and in books 

Learn about the histo'-y of women m America. If you are a , 

woman, oe aware that you arp an important role model for 

/our class If you have a family, talk about it If your, 

^uoband shares the housework, mention it/ If you experience 

ai^cMTinat ton, d^-scuss »t If you are good at carpentry 

o' oasebaM or var repair', aemonsrrate Jt^ ^ ' 

3 woman of the Month'* bulletin board, * .a" 

^^^OLiro'::e you^ :>iudei3ts to write their own non-sexist * 
^ite',uU c,:- a cia?-> pro^.ect ^ 

T^^ TaiK ^r,^zt ^e|.0!nmends ch^t the elemental school staff immediatel|f adopt 

:rc - a-. >*-e' -e:ro:ls that they themselves fn<ght develops as a means of combarfnq 

jp-^r ti.,-. ^.tiTt-t^r-re co -Mie t a-J di' ior s mad e by. t n e Ta&k Toi die Un i iy!, ih d i 

-ar. -oia .'-•^ediatew v-.ttn i.r'tie or oo cost tw the school system. If these 

ecp—^e.-aacto'is are carr.ed oi'i n 5 cbnscieniious program, a good deal can be 

; - f^^et the currefuly a.va. iat>le sexist printed materials, 

«e ^o.v recorr-erd some steps that shouid'be taken as soon as pt)ST}J?le -whicn 

'Oui.; n/c -e rertatn expend, tures in staff time and money As we nave p.eviv/us-y 

■'^ cd'.-ic, : t^a, caKe a -ew /e^^s oerore publishers are printing books 'that are ' 

H ■ 

accr-,t3C5ft n tar-,, j^^e guidelirtes pro^^d-aJt.Apjiend.ut- G T-*»€refofe, the 

t 

TasK Fo-ce 'e^ormends that soon as po:5iD*e the Administration design and 



p-oduce o-ch lie naie^».n.' to be used as supplcmcrta i s to the present materrals 

e 

and d*stf»bute ihem throughou the elementary school system We should Hke to 
rem, nd you that not oniy staff but the children themselves can design such 



mater laU 



The Taslv Force recommends that as soon as possible inservice training pro- 
s q^am concucied ror aH elementary staff for the purpose of increasing their 
awareness of the issue of sexism and Its detrimental, dehumanizing effects on 
children 



The stncere hope- of this Task Force is that the harmful sex stereotypes and 
discr minat or seen ,n the mater .als|ised in the Kalamazoo Public Schools be 
eradicated Parents, teachers, and concerned individuals can write to publPshcifs 
demanding that^textbooks be revised, and we urge them to do so/ But only the 
3oar'd cf Education can refuse to buy this material and provide adequate alterna** 
tivei The Task Fo^ce on Elementary School Textbooks asks you to do so. 



- ) 



'43 



6 



iO. 



8IBIJ0GRAPHY 

Children's Sex Role Section 
footnote Number • 

' -"^ore Frien ds Old and New . Scott Foresman and Co., 
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./ textbook Evaluation Cover Sheet 

S.?;«n ^"J . ^""^^ evaluation sheet is prl^'y 

^ If i! / * ^r*' ''^ ^^''^''^ ""<^ °ther subject uiti! 

?! a'T ^"'^ "f'^t*^*^ change, v.u think necissary, 

r 'As you investigate the matenal, consider the following questions: ' « 
"^act.Jui'ecr- ^""^^ P«''«'Cipatlng equally in physical and Intellectual 

Do girls have a variety of choices and aspire to a variety of goals? 

« eq'lnVsl* ^^^'•^"«^\^«P«« the fema I e characters and respond to them 

Are girls devetopfng independent iues, independently meeting challenges 

a«,u * mding, the* r own solutions? ^ ^ v 

— Are -Tcthers fip»p!oyei outside the home? In what capacity?' 

characters-namely, only mothers doing 

"fS" there. an/ one-pa-ent fanihes? ' ' . 

_ ' -e -fathers and ch idren of both sexes involved m {loiHestic chores? 

— 1% '^/ny other than the stereotyped role of men going to 
t and doing male-type chores on the weekend? 

Oo.^, to^e -ccK •h .ea .r.-' by real people or "ready for company?" 

* • 

— Ir! ^-II'k ^''''■'"^^f adventurous and agressive as well as sensitive, and 
t^? bQ, s gentle as weii as" strong? . 
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look TItU 



tytlished by ' 



ttumbtr of stones 



Halesi main character 
Females main character 
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TlXTIOOK EVALUATION SHEET RATED: 
K through 6 



Excel lent Good Acceptable Unacc«ptMil« 

By ^ , — 



Trade _ 
Series 



Date 



Number 'of biographies 
of males 
of fanales 



Sample types of activities - Boys 



Sample types of activities - Gtrls ^ 



/ 



How are ad^jlts portrayed? 
Hen 



Women 



Give page nu.Tiber and brief de'scnption of mustration to be copied; 



Give Qdge,and qjoiations to oe copiedi 



How many stones are unacceptable? 



List and give rtsasons. 



Comments; (use other side If needed) 
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APPENDIX C 



OCCUPATIONS OF ADULTS 
READING TEXTS 



This list IS only one example of how completely v;« channel the aspirations of 

our female -Chi I dren. \t is not difficult to understand why. after this socUliiatlo 

proces^s, only the most enterprising of y.oung women dare to challenge the tst^iUti^dl 
patterns of ma Je-dominated activities * 



factory worker 
1 ihrarian 
dancer 
seamstress 

maid. 

lab technician 
cafeteria v^o'^ke? 



tr^*n engineer 

aS£''oiogt$t 

'arrre'^ 
doctor 
author 

band conductor 
iudye 

schon! oftncioal 
s<in diver 
tai !or 
»^--:.wsf ast^r 

V ol i n player 
ca'^pcnt'^r 

taxi dr^ve^ * 
cortracto.- 
^ai r ra'-aqef 
luTDerjaCf: 

ner 

f 4 sheTTiflin 

businessman 
, mine'^o^ogist 
professo" 
forest 'anger 
fireman 
'^uto worker 
butcher ' 
iBilectr ician 
t /. carrera operator 
bl^acksm. th 
weatherman 
chef 

museum guara 



OCCUPATIONS OF Ji^HEN 

teacher 
movie actress 
ticket set ler ' 
nurse 

store ::lerk 
weather girl 
telephone operator 

OCCUPATIONS OF HEN 

anthropologJst 

explo^'er 

factory *.'orker 

covyboy. 

sal lor ^ 

po 1 1 ceman 

athlete 

moviemaker 

barber 

rancher 

station attendant 

computer operator 

astronaut 

gardener 

pilot 

teacher 

skier 

sky diver 

p^*est * 

o»l d'-j'tler 

sotdie*" 

baker 

glassblower 
detective 
- saiersman 
captain 

mountain cl imber 
sf ' versmi th 
truck driver 
oceanographer 
opthamolog j st 
painter ^ 
f^3i f fman 

health inspector 



housewife 
secretary 
scientist 
singer 

anthropofogift 
girl scout leader 



physfci St 
..president 
dentist 

train conductor 

inventor 

politician 

news, reporter - 

orvor 

shoemaker 

astronomer 

meteorologist 

garbage man 

merchant * 

banker 

metal worker 

coach 

jockey 

matador 

pirate 

artist 

industnah st 

zoo keeper 

hunter 

lawyer 

spy 

telephone man 

surveyor 

veterinarian 

mover 

chemist 

draftsman 

bricklayer 

bus driver 

counselor 
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APPfcNOiX J)^ 

REPSESEWTATtVE AMvtTiES OF 
RfAblHS tEXti ■ 



CNiLOREN 



rak« leaves 

plant garden 

gi ve tragic show 

ride in wagons 

f things 
• bui td p^ay house 
. hide gjrTs toys ^ * 

read books 

get haircut 

get cat out of tree fop girl 
direct traffic 
make toV's for girls 
play on trapeze bar 
•shovel snow 

go to store for nother * 
'.cook (in 'emergency) 

build train track 

make^car into wheel barrow 

make whf^el barrow into sled 
x^v/iish car 

go camping 
, find fox 

wipe dishes 

take care of pet goat 

climb trees 

fly it^ he copter 
^ use telescope ' 
' row boat • 

shine shoes 

shoot gun 

write secret messages 
♦ive on houseboat 

get ball down from tree for sister 
he^p father pour , cement 
go to farm 
play footbal I 
hfke in woods 

dig ih dirt 

ride in raft 

rescue hat for girl 

find sister when she is lost 

play rough with dog 

took over open fire 

paint 

h«lp girls out^ of trouble 
fty toy planes* 
*inyent things 

spray paint snd bw lid btrdhouse 



Activities of boys 

V 



play fineman 
go fishing 
seM .bike 

stay atone with frland 
rescue sister from clom 
cot iect wi id pets 
tame wi Id horse, 
catch escaped goats 
make telephone 
watch parade and firewoHcs 
dog sit 

fish with harpoon 
fill pool for sister 
save family from flood 
do heads tends 
pfiy basketball 
disciptine^sister ' 
skate 

put on pui>pet show for girls 

ride bikes ^ 

ride horses 

build beach chair 

catch pet rabbit for girls 

help with farm chores 

fix toys for girls 

play with trucks 

squf rt hose 

make snowmen 

play outdoors at night with 

flashlight 
garden for nelghbpr 
mafce and fly kites 
bui Id car 

ride bike to park for picnic 

swim 

find bird for girl 
build ship model 
go to basebatl game with 
friend 

make flashlight 

make animal cages 

climb mountain ^ . 

bu! Id go-cart 

play Violin 

play cowboy 

ski 

find bear for sister % mothtr 
ride in motorboat 
clean garage 
W«tch workmen 
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NOiX E 




EWTATtVE ACTH/ITtES OF CHIL OftPy 
RCA0IN6 t^xTS ^ 



ACTIVITIES OF GIRLS 



»nod#l^t5, coats, and <ir%%%^^: 
with booK on head V: 
tip motncr with dishts r 
hel^ mother cook ^ ^ 

help mother clear. ' 
I ron *** . ' ?u^^^4 

dress up in mother's clothes 
*^tch brother cook (in emergency) 
set up onj^H and 6in*t get down 
lose groceries through hole in bag 
heJp brother in tug-of-war with dog 
forget to take picture home 
te^ pet bird out of house ^ 
save dog from drowning 
get pretty clothes splashed with mud 
play in house (?jilt for boys * 
look For toys hidden by boys 
stay, home whi te boys go to farm 
talk on phone 
sew 

shop tor clothes 

skip rope 

play with kittens 

iTDse shoes 

/acuum 

jump rope 

p*a/ in snow 

lock self in c4oset 



have tea party 
worry about Clothes 
losiT^at 

watch boy's puppet show 
get lost 

march Incorrectly 

let pet rabbit get away 

get dresse^ 

get" ball stuck In tree 

play indoor hide 4 seek 

have "pet" vacuum cleaner 

forget book 

ride horses 

Rlay with walkie-talkie, 
go to camp 
p'ay "statue" 
sweep 

play with dolls 

get hair done In curler* 

go to store for mother 

make flower lei 

s i ng 

lose teddy bear 

ride bike (In dress) 

forget lunch money 

dress up in grandma cIotTies 

cut flowers 

read books 
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fifth G^ade C^.ass Evaluation of Second Grade Text 

After a diScussion about sex discr »fflinat»on In reading texts with the ' 
t971-72'f ifth grade class at West Main SchooL taught by Ms. Gregory, some of 
the members of the class decided that they* would 'iJce to do a project on iHH 
topic They read a second grade reading text, Friends Old and New, -pub U shed 
by Scott Foresman to determine whether or not 1 1. was sexist. * An evaluation 
form was designed for .heir/Use^ and the^r findings are reported here. 

Out of the 40 sfi'lf'es tnat tney read, 30 of them had boys as main characters 
while on ,y 10 were baseo on female characters These 5th graders also found- 
that the activities of boys andg^rls were very different mi the textbook. Tlie 
boys are often busily engaoed m active games such as baseball or. football. 
They fly kites, visit friends or go to the park, bui 1^ things and play with 
such varied toys as trams, cars, boats, airplanes, sleds, tools and drums. 
The girls, however, play wttH do^^ls, teddy bears, play, stoves and dishes. They 
sit under hair dryers, have tea parties or do housework. When -asked about 
exciting and mic-esting things boys do, the 5th graders found that boys play 
w»th dogs, f.de b^kei, or co fisbmg while girls, once again, clean house or 
pla/ with doMs. Ore of the girl students said, "Girls do nothing really, 
ui .ass you call cooking and stuff hke that exciting 

Aikeo whether or not the adults in the book look o- act like their parents,' 
I achers or otfJer adults they knew, the 5th graders answered six to two that, 
they did not, saying that the adults they know don't look like t*te pictures 
in the book, aren't as nice, and don't act as '*goofy Finally, when asked 
if sex discrtnnnat.6n touched them,, one'gf r 1 said, ''Yes When I want to play 
a" sport they won'-t let me because. I'm Just a girl »• 

This exercise by these 5th graders resulted in two notable conclusions; 
.{I) Children do notice the distortions of reaUty presented in the textbooks, 
and (2) the«r basic findings were the same as o'urs 
Q * Sat last page oF Appen^dix F _ 
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Tht Ti$k Forc« would like to t$ke this opportunity to thank Ms. Gregory 
•nd th« foMowtng students for thefr partlcipatron in the work of this Task 
Force and their help in melung this report more directly meaningful. 
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Jacquie Sti Itner 
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APPENOtX F (continued)' . * 
Book Evaluatton Sheet 

Mow many stortef with boys as main characters? 3} *^ 

Mow many stories with girls as main characters? $ 

What are ^ome of the actFvifJes of the boys? Help-other people 

^ do things and play with toys' 

What are some of the activities of the girls? housework 

What types of things do boys play with? (Boys* toys) baseball, footballs, 

trains 

What types of things do girls play with? (Girls* toys) doll, ball, bears 
What do the boys seem to think about girls? nothing 
What do the girls seem to think about boys? nothing 

Some examples of exciting and interestitig things boys do; helping and leading 

other people. 

Some examples of exotinq and Interesting things g'irls do: work, playing with 

dolls 

Do the adults in the boolt look and act like your parents and teachers and 
other adults you know? Yes No X • 

How are they different? they're too goofy 

How arrf they al ike? noway 

Can yo)i 9iy« any •NtMpIti of mm diterimlnation that yoM h«vt sma or Mtyt 
thtt tfeKltm hat toueht« yo«t boys laading gIrU and having 

fast antwart and tdaas 



•ffUnds Old and Naw. Grade 2. Scott Fortsinan, N«w Basic Ktadark Strits. 
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» Kdlamazoo Public Schools 

Instructional Media Department 

Guidelines fo^ a Positive, Non-Stereotyped. .\ * 

Portrayal of Human Rotes in Media Center Materials " * ' ^ 

K Are both parents. and children of each- sex involved hn household ta^L? 

2 Are- fathers shown in roles other than going to work or doing male-type 
chores? Are there family concerns, community concerns, personal qrowth 

3. Are wthers shown in roles other than housework or child rearing? 

Are there family concerns, community concerns, personal giowth concerns? 

k DtJes the home look lived ;n by real, human people or.is it ready for 
compan/, a sterile hofie? 

* ' . * * 

5. Are there accurate oortrayafb of one-parent. fami I i es7 • " 

6. ' Are there accurate oo.t-a>als multiple parent (d iVorce-remarr i aqt) 

I an- 1 i « e s / • . ^ * 

( 

7. Oo.the .-.ale characters resp-ct the female characters and respond to them ' 
as equ;»is? 

8. Ar- .TKichers employ^-d outside the home?" In a stereotyping or a creative job? 

9. Are bn'b and fjirls portrayed with a range of human responses - girls 
ad-zehtyrou,. and aggressive a^ well as sensitive, boys gentle as well a- 
st'Dig? 

i» 

ID. A-.. or.,i and Tirls participating equally in physical and intellectual 
act'vi ci<is.' 

A- qUIs developing independent lives, i rijlependently meeting challenQc^ 

: fjnHioo rheir own ^^Yurion^? 

\* 

'2 > ^.rls h3ve a variety of choices and aspire to a variety of- goals,' 
Adapted from 

.MA'le f^iss rtuffett Fights Sack N. Y. Fe^nmists on Cfvitdren's Media. 
Citizens Study - Sex D.i str imi nat ton ,n the Kalamazoo Public SchooK 
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. .>L'MMAXV »tf UlE ItEPoRT Of THK TASK FORCE ON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS 

# * 

- * FcbT!raf7"^T2719T3 " " * _ 



" I'b-i ljLt,'< Force EleTient^r/ S'-ti,:-! Tf^Ktbe^ks has completed its study of 
the texts, supplements and sets Df ^tuay prints approved for use In the 19^1-72 
•schcol vedif by the Kalan^z^: Public 3:ho:)ls- Our findings show that textbooks 

fill . .^nt^fn: areas c^nsisrent ly i>epAc»te people into two rigidly defined tnolds 
^»^ich provide u:i:air and diit^'-ted steieotyped tDle models for l?oth boys and 
giria In Textbooks the only acceptable rc^le offeted to girls Is one of fNisslvlty, 
dependen. e, Inc .mpe'reuce, enoclonalibm and above all darmesticity . The textbook 

naie citr ^ ! . v rescurce^iul, ^=,6>^i iiv'€, bri/e ^tid rt'ever , Though he is more 

Id ^ 

> oulcl-deQensicnal chan :e*aalft, lojnre 'p^tr , he as pr:)vlded with an almost 

tapossibie to a:hie«'e superb:>y/sut.etn:!an rrle model- 

One ?t *"ne n:^' -rb.ious findings of *:he TasR Force is the great discrepancy 

. becc^een :he irj.Ti*'^^.: ar tea.:i:es c:> maje» pcesent in b:Jth illustration and content 

ir*ar'2,xal, with mies^ outnumbering fema«?s'more than 3 cc ^^There is a great 

. ,tA jt :. .ri ^ r cip-aci :)n bv re:naiefe m all texts Though an adult" female* 

t 

ir* rr<i ^ ' :a iv have i. ^ ob o^v^lJtr rhe hone, no mentioft is made o£ her earning ^ 
, rev. i-.i^y, in:^aCinj^ m.^kxng lar^^e ^o^c'^A\hs^^^ These activities ^are 

trrr.--*-^ fr^^,^ -.^ 15^: cal^y, textbook boy«» ea>n tnon«?y 

' -'^ * 'i/i ^ jc '-ac^ ra^re, "=i t-y \ eve; girls In science' 

t-.:3 ..^ v'c ^. a ^ ,i'J c* * wnr 1^ i^he b:y.- actively execute the 

' €vf,.-^, : 1 l:i the f . enii^sj/.th grade serial stu'dces texts 

• *t^id V.—- :vc: iiote! ui. the V-^"^'^"^ 1.508 'i.ntis whi^ti w;iiea ^r^re* listed 60 trmes. 
a^nUrfciun^ pre&enr drills t;hi:h sh'.w America's workers as all males and 

Iri-ls atiivH r.€\:i:'n gitis names-. There are even two-thirds more males than 
; femal<«s in spelling b:>oks Can children help bit get the impression that boys 
* 4re more itnpoctcint, more intelligeni, have broader career opportunities and con- 
siderably laore fun" 

Prom tbi? simple texr -A the beginning readers to the sixth grade math and 
0 texts, the activities 5f textbook boys and girls exemplify their pefionnlity 
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traits. The girls, being passive and indecisive. individualsra^-^een standing 
Of sitting still, watching th^rboys build things or play games. Theit fun iaT'"^^ ^# 
^.centered on then future families. They help keep house, give tea'parties or 
play with their dolls. They often get themselves into situations where .they are 

» . f . * 

in need of help and it is always a boy who Comes to the rescue, the textbook 
■ .boys, being vigorous and inventive individuals, are seen playing with kites or 

chemiitry sets. Boys" are of fen s]iown having part-time Jobs^or goring calnping, 
• fishing 0: exploring on their own. ' . ** 

The aiulcs who children see in their textbooks^ are as sex stereotyped as 
the children. Me-n are both fathers' and job holders, seen in almost every con- 
^ ccivable occupation. Women are^ecii'^thejrin'^^^ house or in jobs traditionally 

viewed accef^table for women — teacher, nurse or librarian* Despite the fact that . \ 

' 58% ^.^qrVin-,^ womea have children under 18 years of age, we rarely see ^ working \ ' 
ipothcr Marriage and motherhood are goals of the textbook female, ye^: ev^n when 
ihe rsiches those goals, ,she still possesses the textbook female personality 
tr^iii:^ pa-sivity and in:oirpetence . The textbook mother stays indoors, where 
s:-^ \z alway^i vearinp, a dress and usually an apron and high heels.' Her activities' 
: .u.'»L3t. cv dv}net>tic duties; washini^ dishes, cooking, sewing and cleaning her 
'alv^ava -^dy .i-u:,^. There,are no chillenges in her life, no humor, warmth or 
t;exiLi:.:v ^oht- ii> never seen rt:i^ing a book, mb/lrt^^ furniture, playing ball, ' * • 
v.ting, e't ing c»-hwol ci baldncing a checkbpok Father is .the exciting membet 
of :he family. He does the fun things with the children, solves pi:obiem&, makes 
4ecislon4 and <ieems to know something about everything. 

lextbjoks are not mlirrors of reality^ They abound in distortions. They do 
not deal with real liie issues or situations that confront young lives daily./* 
On their pages children don' t wear gla^^ses or braces and they don't take music 

I 

lessons or wonder about G<Jd» There is no humaa warmth in the textbook child's < 
Ttlationships with family or friends. The lipn-emotlonalism in all textbook 
^^^^'^Mhipe makes them shallow, unreallttlc and' uninteresting* The portriyal of 
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•adults IS also gjreatly distorted in texts ^Marriage, though It appears as aa 
inevitable step in every adult^s life, seems quite Joyless in the textbooks''. * 
All demonstrations of affection are off ) .mits,^ as ate quarrels* ^Parents nevsr 
get si;;k, engage in artistic activities*, adopt children or hire a teettaga 
babysitter. Even though one finds -closeness between husl^ands and wives, 
single parent families do nocNfcxist sn textbooks^ The Task Force is deeply 
concirned about the effects the non-existence of one parent families in text* 
books has on the approxmacely 15% of the children in our schools living with 
caiy one parent , . 

Di'&torti^ns ?f reality and ragid sex rgle stereotyped are very ^harmful and 

whfin thay are presented tj children at ^thely most .vulnerable and ma 1 leak le 

« 

stages Df '^evel:>pment. • Thes^ cextboojcs do not encourage a girl to develop to 
her maximum potential. Oi;i the contrary, they of ten 'imply to do so is 
U'^f^tllniae. Such a restricted portrayal of womanhood ca^ses girls to lower 
•^heir aspirations and self esteem. In effect, such texts proigrim girls not to 
a^..:cve^ The textbooks have a powerful me^^sage for, boys.Vs well^ ' The passlv* 
ari depcnJent pot rr aval, or the textbook female coupled with the almost "super- % 
p:5r*.ra>al the tn^^s, orr:^r*gly implies that boys must prove themselves* 
DCiv-g c^tiTcag ^r.d brave Textbnoks continually reinforce the belief that boys 
^ ^h^uU^'r snow dr.y type of emotions ScereotypingVof males in this way creates 

'I 

ar ^^r-^ii barrier between males and females leading ultimately to the mis* 
taker, belle* that, because males show no 'emotions, /they have none. Limiting a- 
b^ys personality in such a x^ay can only serve to stifle growth and maturity. 

It- 13 Che coii:lusi?n of this 'Task Force that all of the texts reviewed ar4 ^ 
&exist and must be 'revised before going into new printing. It is our recommend- ^ 
ation cnat the Kalama«oo Public Schools. Sys'tem refuse to buy any new textbooks 
' for any area of study, until they meet guidelinai, as for example, auggetced and 

♦ X . .... 4 • , , . 

' d.evtlop«.d hy the Instructional Medina Department of the ..Kalaaajoo |jibUc Schoo.U. 
•he 'MMCiM, however, there ere a* great many thing* that the Beard of EdjtMUon 
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t4Xk do iflMdiatcly and .tKe Task Force n&kaa th# following .reconmendatlons: 



^ W0ir as girU to clean up after messy, projects. Choose boys and girls as library 



to cottyage girlsp<r use aanipulat|.ve materials'^ like elective sockets and cords# 
^ screiilrlvers^dd banners. Hake sewing' machiiies and typewriters available to 
boys^as well as girls > , 

7- Iverjp^* haS tb eat. Let's tMch everyone to cook. 

/ /^^^ books with strong heroines and for superioi: biographies of wonen. 
Collect -newspaper 4»tories about women. Display pictures of working women* 

X teMch boys and girls inter-sjBX sports, like volleyball early. 

Invite mothers and women friends with Special skills to visit your class 

Teach girls* as well as boys to help with audio visual equipment, and boys as 
well a ' * 

aides. 
« 

Write veur own coaih problems. '*Ann*s mother needed six feet of lumber to make a 

bcoksft^^.f ^4 " "Bill and John were cooking spaghetti for four friends. They 

. Encourage children to make thcxr own studies of sex stereotypes on television,' 

in Mijazincs and m books • 

Learn about the history of women in America. If you are a woman, be aware rf iat 
you .are an important role model for your clads. If you'hav^ a family, taltcabouc 
it. If your husband shares the housework, mention it. If you experience dlscrl- 
T*ination, di;sduss it. If ytu are good at carpentry or baseball or car repair, 

deniwnstrate iz. ,1 

ON / 

Ua^p^. a ''Woman oz ;he Month" bulletin board. ' ' * ' < 

Encourage voiir students to write their own non-sexist materials as a class project. 

' e 

ThcSfc i^:.c.aaenaa:iou9. can be carried out immediately with little or no cost to 
tht system Ihti Task Force rerfnimsnds that the following steps which • 

involve -er .air. expendicures in start nime and money be taken as soon as possible 
It -may ta'K.e. a lew yejirs before publishers a/e printing acteptable, non-sexist 
material, Theretore, we recommend that the Administration design and produce 
• ade<;iiat.- materials co be used as su|fpl^ments to the present materials and die- 
cribuxd --them throughdutXhe elemen£ary school system. We should like to remind 
. you that: not only ^itaff lut the children themselves can design such material* 

In addition, inset vice sraiiuJng pro,;rams should be conducted for all elementary 
•Mff for purpose of lncr««slnt th«lr «w«r«a«t8 ol cht ittut of vtxiam and 
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